[Esthesioneuroblastoma. Description of a case investigated with CT and MR].
Esthesioneuroblastoma, also known as olfactory neuroblastoma, is a rare neuroendocrine tumor originating from the olfactory epithelium of the upper nasal cavity and representing < 3% of all tumors of the nasal cavities. This malignant tumor is characterized by a slow growth and local recurrencies and has a more favorable prognosis as compared with other more frequent forms of neuroblastomas originating from the suprarenal medulla and the sympathetic nervous system. Affected patients usually present with a history of progressive nasal obstruction, rhinorrhea, and severe epistaxis--sign of the conspicuous vascularity of this type of tumor. The combined use of CT and MR techniques allows the diagnostic suspicion of esthesioneuroblastoma and is of vital importance in the accurate staging of the disease and in the treatment planning.